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under control and inspection, and the fixing of text-
books for study, has done a great deal towards removing
this method of religious instruction. Before the Govern-
mental system came into operation, and in places where
the primary schools are not included in its scheme, the
teachers being free to select their own text-books, books
are read which have a powerful influence in the education
of the people in Hinduism. Parents wish their children
to read religious books, and as they contain stories of
the deities worshipped, an opportunity is given for the
teacher to enlarge upon the benefits that come from
their proper adoration. But this method of teaching is
passing away, as the books selected by the educational
authorities for the examinations are generally free from
definite religious instruction.

Next to the teaching of the mothers, perhaps in some
respects even more influential, is the teaching given by
the guru when he visits his disciples. Though the
mantra, or text taught at initiation, is generally un-
intelligible, the ordinary instruction is not; and the
fear of his curse, and faith in his power of intercession
with the gods, cause his lessons to be received with
marked attention. Many of them are illiterate men ; to
qualify them for their work, they learn a few sentences
in Sanskrit, which they interpret to their disciples, and
prepare for another visit by learning more. In travelling
through the country one notices that people are familiar
with one set of stories about the gods, of which others,
near by, are ignorant. The explanation is that they
have other gurus who are familiar with other scriptures.
In their periodic visits, these men discharge duties
similar to those of a minister who supplements his
pulpit-teaching by instruction in the home, and have
at least as great influence as the confessor in the